Introduction.
In [2] , A. Dold has introduced and used to great advantage the notion of numerable cover, i.e., a cover that is refined by a partition of unity. In this note we give in §3 several equivalent forms of this notion. They may be viewed as giving simultaneously generalizations and new proofs of several of the theorems in [3, pp. 156-160] . In §4 we use one of them to give a short proof of the section extension theorem for numerable fiber bundles with contractible fiber.
2. Notation. We generally follow Kelley [3] and Dold [2] . Let We attribute to §) properties of the collection {Vp: BEB}. In particular g) is a -discrete if B = U{.BB:ra = l, 2, • • • }, a disjoint union such that { Ff: (3£5"} is discrete for each n. We say that U is numerable if there is a locally finite partition of unity which refines U, and that U is tr-numerable if there is a family g) = [pp\ BEBn, n = 1, 2, • • • } which refines U such that {p$: BEB"} is locally finite for each n. 3 . Theorem.
For a cover U={ Ua: aEA} of X, the following are equivalent: (i) U is numerable,
(ii) there is a locally finite partition of unity {pa:aEA} such that {x: pa(x)>0} QUa for each a£4; (some pds may be identically 0), (iii) there is a locally finite partition of unity whose supports refine U and which is a-discrete, (iv) U is a-numerable. Moreover, in (iii), if each point of X belongs to at most m members of U, then we may choose Bn = 0 for n>m. The last statement is a consequence of (1) in the proof that (ii) =>(iii).
Corollary.
Let p: E->B be a fibration which is trivial over each set of a numerable cover of B. Then there is a countable locally finite partition of unity \pn: n = \,2, ■ • • } such that E is trivial on a neighborhood of the support of pn for each n.
Proof. Apply (iii) and let pn = E {as■ /5GFn}. 
